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SUBJECT:  TOKYO  MEDIA  REACTION  - POSSIBILITY  OF 
PRESIDENT  OBAMA  VISITING  JAPAN 

IQ.  The  announcement  from  London  that  the  President  has 
accepted  an  invitation  from  President  Hu  to  to  visit 
China  later  this  year  attracted  considerable  attention 
in  Japan.  Chief  Cabinet  Secretary  Kawamura  told  the 
press  on  April  2 that  coordination  is  under  way  for 
President  Obama  to  visit  Japan  to  coincide  with  his 
visit  to  China.  The  same  day,  public  broadcaster  NHK 
reported  Kawamura ' s statement  in  its  noon  news  and  all 
evening  papers  ran  front-  and  inside-page  reports  on 
it . 

J2 . The  moderate  Yomiuri  linked  the  idea  of  the 
President  visiting  Japan  with  his  plans  to  attend  the 
APEC  leaders  meeting  to  be  held  in  Singapore  in 
November.  The  business-oriented  Nikkei  ran  the  most  in- 
depth  coverage,  speculating  that  the  President  will 
decide  to  visit  both  Japan  and  China  to  avoid  the 
impression  of  "Japan  passing, " recalling  Japanese 
sentiment  when  President  Clinton  skipped  Japan  while 
visiting  China  for  nine  days  in  1998  and  citing  current 
Japanese  anxiety  about  a "hollowing  out"  of  the 
alliance  over  a projected  DPRK  missile  launch.  Citing  a 
source  connected  to  the  USG,  Nikkei  reported  that, 
although  the  timing  is  not  yet  determined,  the 
President's  trip  to  Japan  is  certain  to  take  place 
after  Japan's  next  general  election,  to  strengthen 
bilateral  ties  under  a new  administration  in  Japan. 

1.3.  According  to  Nikkei's  analysis.  President  Obama  held 
his  first  summit  with  the  Chinese  leader  in  London  and 
promised  to  visit  China  in  order  to  "balance"  the 
favorable  treatment  of  Japan  shown  by  Secretary 
Clinton's  recent  visit  to  Tokyo  and  Prime  Minister 
Aso ' s visit  to  the  White  House.  Nikkei  reported  that. 


although  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  Japan  or 
China  would  be  the  first  stop,  the  U.S.  side  assumes 
that  Japan,  even  if  it  is  not  the  first  stop,  is 
unlikely  to  think  the  U.S.  is  treating  Japan  lightly. 
In  addition,  the  paper  surmised  that  South  Korea  will 
be  included  in  the  trip. 
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